[Genetics and arrhythmias].
In the last 50 years we have been very successful at prolonging survival and improving the quality of life of patients with cardiac disease. The innovations in technology and pharmacology, better preventive and diagnostic tools have provided tremendous breakthroughs. However, despite our best efforts, the majority of cardiac diseases are structural in origin and will progress to their ultimate outcome. Curative therapies are not available due in part to our poor understanding of the basic mechanisms responsible for these diseases. The new developments in molecular genetics and biology are likely to change the way we approach a cardiac patient in the future. The diseases are presently being deciphered at the most basic level, and the information obtained opens new possibilities not only for better therapeutic and diagnostic measures but also for prevention of the disease.